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Making the case 
Central America is highly vulnerable to climate 
change. In the last decade, half of the ten countries 
most affected by extreme weather events were from 
the region. Central America already swings between 
periods of drought and heavy rain each year, and 
climate change is expected to exacerbate this seesaw 
effect. It means the region’s 42 million people, and 
their delicate agricultural systems, will feel the effects 
of climate change sooner and more intensely than 
other parts of the world. Climate-smart agriculture 
(CSA), which focuses on ways to make sustainable 
increases in agricultural productivity while helping 
farmers cope with climate change, will ultimately build 
resilience in the region.
By numbers
#1 contributor to greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emmissions in Central America is land-
use conversion (including deforestation) 
of agricultural production is undertaken 
by small-scale farmers in Central America 
key regional decision makers on 
climate change will be engaged in the 
project to strengthen pro-poor policy on 
climate-smart agriculture
poor rural women and men will benefit 
from new climate-smart approaches for 
the production of key crops and livestock
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Innovation for impact 
The project goal is to strengthen regional policies, 
strategies, and programs for robust, climate-smart 
agriculture, with the ultimate beneficiaries being 
smallholder farmers.
Share
Facilitate exchange among Central American 
countries and with the best-practice example of 
Colombia.
Engage
Work with key decision makers in the environment 
and agriculture sectors, as well as farmers and 
researchers.
Strengthen
Increase the capacities of government organizations 
that are responsible for policy development and 
program implementation on issues of climate 
change adaptation and mitigation.
Promote
Identify additional opportunities to scale out 
climate-smart agriculture through governments 
and IFAD programs that target smallholders in 
Central America.
Bottom line
By building the capacities of regional and national 
stakeholders in climate-smart agriculture and use of 
science to inform policy, Central American decision-
makers will be able to introduce policies that 
scale up CSA practices that primarily benefit 
small-scale producers.
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